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WITHYHAM MANOR AND SIR ROBERT REDE 


BY MISS C. P. MURRELL 


The connection of Withyham Manor with the Sackville 
family is well-known and documented, since it has continued 
unbroken to our own times from 1546, when “ John Sackville 
armiger ” obtained it by exchange of some Devonshire property 
with King’s College, Cambridge, paying for his fine on entry 
twenty pounds and “ duodecim coclearia.” But the history of 
the manor during the century it belonged to King’s College is 
less well-known (for instance it is entirely omitted from West’s 
“ Historical Notices of Withyham ”’), though it is not without 
interest, for among the tenants was one of the foremost 
benefactors of that college and university, Sir Robert Rede, 
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. 


The circumstances of his connection with Withyham are 
unusual, for he was not a native of Sussex. His family 
originally came from Morpeth in Northumberland, but by the 
time of his grandfather, who was a serjeant-at-law under 
Henry IV, had settled in Norwich. Robert was the son of 
William and Joan Rede, of whom nothing but their names is 
known. He was educated at Buckingham College, Cambridge 
(the predecessor of Magdalene) and later became a Fellow of 
King’s Hall (subsequently incorporated into Trinity College). 
He entered Lincoln’s Inn, where we find him Autumn Reader 
in 1480 and Lent Reader in 1486, and his name appears 
frequently in the Year Books from 1484. In 1494 he was 
appointed King’s Sergeant, in the following year a Judge of 
King’s Bench and was knighted. In 1506 he was made Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, and paid for his advancement 
400 marks to the Crown. He was an executor of the will of 
Henry VII and was continued in office under Henry VIII. 
Such, in brief, is his career in the iaw. 


With regard to his private life, he married Margaret 
Alfegh, of Chiddingstone, Kent, and seems to have used Bore 
Place, Chiddingstone, as his country residence, for it was here 
that he died, Through his wife we find the first connection 
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with Withyham manor, for in 1459 it was leased by King’s 
College for ten years to William Hexstall of East Peckham, 
Kent, armiger, and John Alfegh, of ‘‘ Chidyngstone,” in the 
same county, “ gentilman.” In 1462 Hexstall disappears, and 
by renewed leases of that year, 1468, and 1476, John Alfegh 
is the sole tenant, paying the rent half-yearly, by equal portions 
in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, London. In 1491 
Robert Rede, serjeant-at-law, became the tenant, and had 
renewed leases in 1497 and 1505. After his death the manor 
was demised to his son-in-law, Thomas Willoughby (Judge of 
Common Pleas 1537), who had married his daughter 
Catherine (or Bridget). Thomas was the tenant at the 
exchange of 1546. 


There is more behind the transfer of tenancy from Alfegh 
to Rede in 1491 than mere family connection, however, and 
to understand the whole story we must pursue Rede’s relation- 
ship with the owner of the property, King’s College, 
Cambridge. Exactly how that connection began we do not 
know, but from 1489, the College books reveal that the 
College is bound in £100 or marks (the sum is variously stated) 
to Robert Rede, sergeant-at-law, and on July 12th of the 
same year Rede is appointed a sort of standing counsel to the 
college, and in consideration of past and future services, 
assigned a stipend of twenty-six shillings and eightpence, 
yearly. This annual fee is secured on the manor of Withy- 
ham and power is given to Robert Rede and his assigns to 
enter and levy distress upon the same if it is unpaid. Knowing 
the existing connection of Rede with John Alfegh, it is easy to 
see why Withyham was chosen out of the college property. 
And it is not difficult to see that when the existing lease ran 
out in 1491 it would be more convenient for Rede to be the 
tenant himselt. It might not be very pleasant to have to levy 
distress upon one’s wife’s relations ! 


The exact nature of the legal aid given by Rede to King’s 
College is not stated, but we know that in 1489 the Provost 
and Scholars of King’s presented a petition to King and 
Parliament, complaining that ‘ lordships, manors, lands and 
tenements’ had been seized from them, and prayed that 
commissioners should be appointed to determine the rightful 
ownership of the said estates (see Parliament Rolls of 1489). 
We know that the triumph of the House of York had brought 
evil times to King’s, as many as forty clerks, choristers and 
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college officers being forced to depart for want of maintenance, 
and the great chapel itself lying uncompleted. The petition 
was granted, the lands restored to the College, and at this 
favourable conclusion of the business the College expressed its 
gratitude to Rede by making him a sort of Honorary Fellow, 
participating in the benefits of the foundation in life and in 
death. A deed to this effect was drawn up on May 6th 1490, 
containing the following clauses : 
 Admittimus ipsum ad nostram fraternitatem et accepta- 
mus eum inter benefactores Collegit nostri praedicti 
connumerandum ut sit particeps Omnium suffragorium, 
precum, necnon operum meritoriorum nostrorum.... . 
ee eee concedimus ..... quod quamcito 
supradictus Robertus Rede ab hoc luce migraverit et dies 
obitus ejus ad nostram notitiam pervenerit, nos... .. 
exequias ejusdem cum missa de Requiem in crastino... .« 
solenniter celebrabimus et celebrari faciemus.” 


This provision for Rede in the next world was the best 
way in which Henry VI’s foundation could show its gratitude 
to Robert Rede. In return the lawyer rendered professional 
services to both King’s and Eton, and remembered them 
generously in his will. We too, will be grateful for work 
which made possible the completion of the ‘“ royal saint’s ” 
chapel, and like to think how the revenues of a Sussex manor 
helped, in a way, to pay for it. 


Not considering the services of King’s adequate, however, 
Rede began to provide more diligently for the welfare of his 
own soul and that of his family. In 1503 he made an agree- 
ment for this purpose with Holy Cross, Waltham 


In 1518 Rede made a benefaction of £100 to Jesus 
College, Cambridge, and in return an indenture was drawn up 
by which the college was to support a Fellow and Scholar 
called “ Redis Scholer the Justice,”” who was to be priest of 
good name and virtuous and sad conversation. He was to 
sing at the altar of St. Catherine and St. Margaret (the 
names of his daughter and wife) in the college chapel for the 
good estate of Rede while living and for his soul when 
departed, also for the souls of ““ Dame Margaret, late his wife, 
William and Joan his father and mother, Richard, his brother, 
John and Thomas, and the friends and benefactors of the 
same Sir Robert and all Christian souls.” For this the priest 
was to have £3 6s. 8d. and his “ dirges, chamber, barber, 
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launder ” and all profits as a Fellow of the College. Accord- 
ing to Ackerman, Rede also gave Jesus College a brewery, 
near Magdalene. 

Sir Robert Rede died on January 15th 1518/19, at his 
manor house at Chiddingstone, Kent, and was buried under 
one of the chancels of the church. This may well have been 
the chancel of which Weever writes, “ Sir Robert Rede built 
the North Chappell of this Church anno 1516 in honorem Dei 
Et Sancte Katherine.” Here he had already buried his only 
son, Sir Edmund Rede, whose inscription reads, ‘ Orate pro 
anima Edmundi Reade filii Roberti Reade militis ac unius 
justiciar: Domini Regis de Banco, qui quidem Edmundus 
obiit 10 Junii, 1501.” Here also, he was followed by his 
son-in-law Willoughby. In his will, Sir Robert had desired 
to be buried in the chapel of St. Catherine, Charterhouse 
where he had founded a chantry. But convenience and 
economy probably prevailed at the end, and perhaps economy 
also accounts for the absence of a memorial on his tomb. 

His will, dated 29 December 1518, is in the Probate 
Registry, and his executors were Sir Robert Brudenell, C.J. 
of the Common Bench, his son-in-law Willoughby, Mr. 
William Capon D.D. Master of Jesus College, Sir 
William Geffray, parson of Withyham, and Sir Christopher 
Bland “ my chantry priest at Chidyngstone.”” He left legacies 
to the Austin, Grey and White Friars of London, Syon, and 
the Nunnery at Mallinge where his daughter, Elizabeth, was 
a nun. His bequest to King’s and Eton have been mentioned. 
Oxford University was not forgotten. But the most famous 
of the benefactions carried out by his executors was to 
Cambridge University, the lectures which still bear his name. 
He did not create the lectures, which were the ordinary ones 
prescriped in the ‘‘ Statuta Antiqua” in Humanity, Logic & 
Philosophy, but his benefaction arranged for the election and 
payment of three lecturers at the rate of £4 p.a. The original 
of the benefaction, in English, and bearing the seals of the 
executors and Jesus College, is preserved in the University 
Registry, though in somewhat dilapidated condition. It is 
dated December 10th 1524. (The text is given in J. W. 
Clarke’s ‘“ Documents of the University of Cambridge,” 
pp. 261-5). 

As well as the lectures, the benefaction provided that a 
prayer be said for the soul of the said Sir Robert by the 
scholars attending the lectures; and that his name should be 
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recited among the great benefactors prayed for at University 
Sermons “ad clerum,” and those given by Cambridge gradu- 
ates at Paul’s Cross. An annual observance of his exequies 
was inserted in the University Calendar according to the 
following instructions. 
“And the said Chancellor shall cause yerely to be kept a 
solempne Anniversaire on the 20th day of January in the 
University Church ...... for the sowles of the said 
Sir Robert and dame Margarett his wyffe and the sowles 
of their fathers, mothers, children and all christian sowles 
ee in the day before the said obite at afternoone 
and solempne dirige by note and on the morrow a 
solempne Mass of Requiem by note with lights and other 
exequies and solempnities thereto accustomed. And the 


Vice-Chancellor, if he be present, ...... and in his 
absence some other honorable Doctor in Divinity to 
minister and doe the observances. .... . to have for his 


labor therein xvi pence.”’ 

But these elaborate arrangements for the welfare of the 
benefactor and his family did not long survive him, for it was 
the eve of the Reformation. The annual Comm moration of 
Benefactors, revived in a truncated form in 163), included 
Rede’s name, but for many years he was described a: Thomas. 
The lectures too, ceased to bear his name, and were popularly 
known as “ Barnaby” Lecturers from their appointment on 
St. Barnabas Day. By 1857 they had long ceased to lecture 
and were threatened with extinction. Fortunately, it was 
decided to revive the lectures under their original name of 
“ Rede” Lectures, and the first of the new series was given in 
1859. In this way the name of the benefactor is remembered 
to-day in the University. 

References: D.N.B. xlvii 373: Cooper “ Athene,” i, 20 and 525: 

Commissioners’ Documents (1852) i, 128, 129: J. W. 
Clark “Endowments of Cambridge University,” 
p. 261-8: Rev. T. Brocklebank, Pamphlet Camb: 
Ant: Soc: C: i, 365 (1860): Documents in University 
Registry, Cambridge. 


WILMINGTON MUSEUM 
In accordance with a recent resolution of the Council part 
of the Society’s collection of ‘‘ Agricultural ” exhibits (many of 
which had been in store at Anne of Cleves’ House owing to 
lack of space in which to show them) have begun to be installed 
at Wilmington Priory where it is hoped eventually to have a 
Museum of Sussex Agriculture, 
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FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE SHAPE OF THE 
EAST END OF THE ORIGINAL NORMAN 
CHURCH OF ST. MARY DE HAURA, 
NEW SHOREHAM 


CONTRIBUTED BY 
H. CHEAL J. HOARE F. H. WITTEN 


In 1915, the Rev. Walter Marshall uncovered the 
foundations of the semi-circular apse that formed the eastern 
end of the original Norman Chancel in St. Mary’s, New 
Shoreham. He found that the apse sprang on each side from 
the position now occupied by the second piers from the west 
end of the present Choir. At the same time however, he 
assumed that the two transepts had apsidal chapels on their 
eastern faces and all plans of the church have been drawn 
showing them as such. Excavations on either side of the 
Choir have now proved this assumption to be incorrect, and a 
better but now complete plan of these side chapels has been 
obtained and is here reproduced. 


On the north side, foundations of a wall were found 
extending from the east wall of the North Transept to the 
most westerly of the two flying buttresses, a distance of 23’ 8”, 
but not continuing beyond. It is most probable therefore that 
the side wall turned at this point, and that the buttress itself 
rests on the foundations of the east end of the former chapel. 


The foundations were 46” wide and 20” high and ran 
parallel to the present Choir at a distance of 31”. The outer 
face coincides with a vertical line of dressed stone in the tran- 
sept wall. The material used was large flints set in excellent 
mortar, and the faces were lightly dressed with very small 
beach stones set in the mortar. The foundations, which rested 
on a layer of very fine stones and sand laid on the clay, were 
not bonded into those of the North Transept. 17’ 0” of these 
foundations were destroyed when building a boiler house in 
the angle of the Choir and North Transept. 


Excavations on the south side of the Choir uncovered the 
foundations of the side wall of the original south chapel, and 
also a short portion of its turn north to form the east end. 
The foundations of the east end had been cut away to make 
room for those of the present Choir, but the two had been 
roughly bonded together. In order to avoid disturbing burials, 
only the angle of the side and east wall foundations were 
uncovered, and for the same reason their depth was not deter- 
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mined. Both foundations consist of the same excellent mortar 
and large flints as on the north side but the east end is only 
42” wide and the side 30”. ‘The side wall started from the 
east wall of the South Transept, where a vertical line of 
dressed stone can be seen, and ran parallel to the Choir wall 
at a distance of 36” for an overall length of 26’ 0”. 


The inner angle of the east end and side wall was built of 
blocks of dressed Czn stone. The tooling marks were large 
grooves 2” long and 1/16” deep x 1/16” wide about 1/8” 
apart running from top left to bottom right. 


Although the inside of the church was probed, the shape 
of the east ends of the side chapels could not be ascertained. 


Only those foundations uncovered by the authors have 
been included in the plan. 


We wish to express our thanks to the Vicar, the Rev. F. 
S. W. Simpson, F.S.A., for permission to examine the 
foundations. 


Full plans and sections will be deposited with the Society 
at Barbican House, Lewes. 


SUSSEX’ LOST RECORDERS 

Prior to the Municipal Corporations Act 1835! each 
Borough was regulated by its own Charter and these followed 
no regular pattern. The Recorder was nearly always elected 
by the Corporation and was a Borough (and not a Royal) Judge 
and was only one of the Members of the Court over which 
usually the Mayor presided (he was in the nature of the 
Mayor’s legal assessor). After the Ist May, 1836 however, he 
became a Royal Judge appointed by the Crown and the sole 
Judge of the Court holding office during good behaviour. 
Further his Court had to be created by the Crown granting to 
the Borough a Separate Court of Quarter Sessions distinct 
from that of the County. 


The Justices of the Peace Act 1949? abolished the 
Recorders and Courts of Quarter Sessions in those Boroughs 
which had a population less than 20,000 unless the Lord 
Chancellor makes an Order preserving them. “Two Sussex 
Recorders, those of Hastings and Brighton, are over the limit; 
but the only other two, those of Chichester and Rye, are under 
the limit and the Lord Chancellor has made no Order 
preserving them, 
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CHICHESTER 

The Town Clerk writes :— 

* According to the Descriptive List of the Archives of the 
City, the origin of the Chichester City Court of Quarter 
Sessions is probably to be found in the Charter of Henry VI 
dated 3rd September 1451. The heading of the Court Roll 
for October 1585 specifically states that the Court owes its 
authority to a Royal Charter and there can be little doubt that 
the original grant was made in 1451. The earliest surviving 
Roll is for October 1577. Between 1577 and 1679 only 
twenty-two out of the original four hundred and nine Rolls 
have survived. With the exception of one File for 1721 con- 
sisting of only four membranes there are no records (except 
rolls of oaths and declarations against Trans-substantiation) 
between 1679 and 1754. There is a Minute Book for the 
period between 1754 and 1774 and a book of rough notes for 
the four Sessions of 1800 and for Epiphany 1801. Finally 
there are sixteen Rolls for the years 1804 to 1834. But in 
spite of the paucity of surviving records, it can safely be said 
that the Court of Quarter Sessions was an active and import- 
ant branch of the City’s judicial administration showing none 
of the signs of decline which are so plainly visible in the 
Bailiff’s Court of Liberty.” 

Dallaway*® mentions Recorders of Chichester before 1618 
but though he had access to the City Records and Charters and 
makes a note of their dates* the first Charter Reference to a 
Recorder which he notes is that of 1618 which included in the 
Corporation a “ Recordatum probum et discretum in legibus 
regni nostri Anglia peritum.” This Charter was forfeited or 
surrendered to Charles 11, but restored in 1684 by James II 
in the same terms except for the insertion of a clause giving 
the Crown power to remove the Mayor, Recorder and others 
at pleasure. 

The Act of 1835 directed that Chichester was to have a 
separate Court of Quarter sessions. 


RECORDERS 

Neither the Town Clerk, nor the Home Office, nor the 
Lord Chancellor’s Department could supply any list of 
Recorders and the following List is taken down to STEELE 
from Dallaway* and since 1845 from the Law List (issues 
prior to that year do not contain any list of Recorders). The 
gap has been supplied by Sir Roland Burrows, K.C. from 
documents in his possession. 
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tempore Henry VII Wi iiam BissHopp 

1534 RopertT TRIGGE 

1563 WILLIAM APPLETON 

1597 RicHARD LEWKNOR 

1601 ApRIAN STOUGHTON 

1623 THomMAs WHETHAM 

1640 CHRISTOPHER LEWKNOR 

1654 Sir Henry PECKHAM 
WILLIAM BALDWYN 

1685 Sir Ropert May 

1709 JoHN FULHAM 

1712 Henry May 

1716 JOHN FARRINGTON 

1730 Hon. JAMES BRUDENELL 

1746 THOMAS STEEL 

1775 Harry PAacKHAM 

1787 Ropert STEELE (a Master in Chancery) 

1819 WILLIAM MILTON BRIDGER 

1864 JoHN J. JoHNSON 

1891 CHARLES FREDERICK GILL 

1921 Travers HuMPHREYS 

1926 RoLAND Burrows 

1928 FREDERICK TEMPLE BarrRINGTON Warp 

1931 WALTER FRAMPTON 

1940 Crcit Ropert Havers 


RYE 
Mr. L. A. Vidler writes :— 


The Quarter Sessions of the Peace and General Gaol 
delivery down to the Municipal Corporations Act, 1835, were 
held before the Mayor and such Jurats as were Justices of 
the Peace for the Borough of Rye. There was no official, 
who would to-day, be called a Recorder. The Town had a 
Town Clerk, who was responsible for taking down the 
evidence, and one or two Counsel in London, with whom they 
consulted. 


In a Witch trial in 1607, three or four Jurats only sat 
with the Mayor, and the Town Clerk is, on one occasion, 
called the Recorder. There was also a Court of Record, 
presided over by the Mayor, to try all civil cases. In 1743, at 
the trial of the murderer of Allen Grebell, the Mayor, who 
was the murdered man’s brother-in-law and the murderer’s 
jntended victim, presided, supported by three Jurats and a 
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Councellor-at-law was present, in place of the Town's 
Counsel, who could not attend. 


Under the Act of 1835, Rye was only to have a separate 
Court of Quarter Sessions, if the Crown so pleased and no 
grant was made until the 28th August 1905; but under an Act 
of 1837,° the Courts were to continue, until a grant of Quarter 
Sessions was made (but without power to try capital charges) 
and pending the grant a Barrister was appointed by the Crown 
to act as Recorder. Between the 21st October 1835 (when 
the last Court, was held by the Mayor) and the 28th March 
1837 (the date of the appointment of a Barrister) all cases 
were sent to Lewes to be tried. 

I have sat either on a Jury or as a Magistrate, with all 
these Barristers and Recorders from Robert Henry Hurst to 
date. 

BARRISTERS APPOINTED TO ACT AS RECORDERS 


1837. CHarves Austin, Q. C. (res. 1839) 
1839. EpmMunp CLERK (died 1842) 
1842. Wittiam Wakerorp ATTREE (died 1862) 
1862. Rornert Henry Hurst (died 1905) 


RECORDERS 
1905. Witiiam P. Gratwick Boxatt, K.C. (res. 1911) 


1911. S tape BurL_er (res. 1923) 
1923. Joun Epwin MiIrcHe.e (died 1931) 
1931. Eustace Ceci, Futtron (res. 1937) 
1937. GerraLp ALFRED THESIGER (res. 1942) 
1942. FrepertcK WILLIAM Beney, K.C. (res. 1944) 


1944. Auprey MELForD STEED STEVENSON, K.C. 


*5 & 6 Will. IV. c. 76. 

? 12, 13 & 14 Geo. VI. c. 101. 

* History of Sussex I, pp. 153-4. 

* Dallaway gives earlier Charters as Ric: II; Henry IV; Henry 
VI; Edward IV. 14th May 1500; 6th November 1527; 28th 
June 1547; 28th November 1556 & 15 Eliz:. 

°6&7 Will. IV c. 105. s. 10. 


A FINE FIRST CENTURY ROMAN BROOCH.— 
Some years ago Mr. Harry Sellers of 2 Church Cottages, East 
Dean, near Eastbourne, was digging out flints in what is 
known as the Glebe Field, East Dean, when at the depth of 
some six feet below the present ground level he came upon the 
above, and with it a Roman coin since lost. As it is a very 
fine specimen he has consented to present it to the Sussex 
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Archeological Society’s Museum at Lewes for the public to 
view. This is its description :— 


A bronze fibula, 44 mm. long; plain bow of flattened 
oval section. The catch-plate is pierced by one small round 
hole. There is a bilateral spring of five turns on each side, 
with the chord held by a loop against the head. The top of 
the spring is covered by wings 28 mm. long, moulded and 
grooved transversely. See R. G. Collingwood “ Archeology 
of Roman Britain,” Group F. (9). Compare ‘“ Richborough 
First Report, p. 42, Plate XII, I. 


PERCY G. LANGDON, F.S.A. 


~~ 


TWO STONE AXES FROM HAMPDEN PARK, 
EASTBOURNE 


The two partly polished stone axes illustrations of which 
are here reproduced were found in October 1949, by Mr. H. 
W. Llewellyn when he was making a pond at the bottom ot 
his garden at Maytrees, Kings Drive, Hampden Park, East- 
bourne, in undisturbed ground between two and three feet 
below the surface. This is just where the upper greensand 
and valley gravel meet south of the T in The Decoy half a mile 
S.E. of Willingdon Church on the Geological Survey map, 
Sheet 334. This was probably close to the sea in Neolithic 
and Bronze Age times as it was in Roman times. (Roman 
Ways in the Weald. I. D. Margary, F.s.A.). 


One of these axes was sent to Dr. Dunham at the Geolo- 
gical Survey Museum, South Kensington and he kindly reports 
on a petrological examination. “ The rock is a dark green 
epidiorite composed of labradorite laths up to 0.7mm., long, 
but averaging about 0.2 mm.; fibrous horablende in part at 
least replacing pyroxene; magnetite, pyrite and a little apatite. 
The hornblende pseudomorphs are visible as dark spots, par- 
ticularly on the polished part of the axe. Some of the horn- 
blende areas have an irregular or rounded form and may repre- 
sent former amygdales. 


The most probable source of this “‘ greenstone”’ stone is in 
the South-West of England (Devon or Cornwall). It does 
not, however, correspond in detail with Groups I — IV of 
Keiller, Piggott and Wallis (Proc. Prehist. Soc., 2, 1941, 
p. 50) and we are not at present able to suggest a precise 
locality.” 
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The groups I — IV referred to above represent the first 
grouping by the general characters of the rocks, of the axes 
collected from various collections and museums, when the sub- 
committee of the Prehistoric Society was first set up to try and 
determine the places of manufacture. 

REGINALD Musson 


SUSSEX CHURCH PLANS, No. XCl 

ST. MARY (NOW THE CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION) UPWALTHAM 

The original dedication of the Church was to Our Lady. 
The structure, which consists of an aisle-less nave and apsidal 
chancel, is remarkable in that it has never been enlarged and 
it is therefore important as an example of this type of small, 
early 12th century church. It has, however, retained none of 
its original windows or doors. Its west wall is thickened 
perhaps with the intention of supporting a stone bell-cote, a 
feature now constructed in timber. The Chancel arch dates 
from the 13th century but springs from the Norman imposts, 
perhaps re-used. -There are 14th and 15th century windows 
in the Chancel, the site of the latter on the south having a 
single seat with a piscina formed from a Norman capital. 
The font is Norman and the corbels that carried the rood beam 
are in position. W.H.G. 


PARISH CHURCH of ST-MARY 
now the CHURCH of fhe 
ASCENSION, UP WALTHAM 





Mmmm 12th Century 
14th Centucy 
15th Century 
3 loth Century 
S285] Modern 
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NOTES 


ASHBURNHAM PEDIGREE (Early Chancery Pro- 
ceedings, C1/91/281).—From the deposition of Thomas 
Ashburnham, son of John Ashburnham, proving that his father 
died before his aunt, Joan, wife of Roger Ashburnham, and 
was therefore unable to claim the manor of Ewhurst, according 
to the conditions of Roger Ashburnham’s will. 

Item the same Thomas shewed also furth in the said 
Chauncerie a Scripture made and wreten in copur uppon the 
Toumbe and beriell of John Assheburnham in the chirche of 
Mari Mawdelene atte Bermondesey the whiche scripture 
foloweth in these words 

John Asseburnham Esquter qy morutt le xxti iour de 
Novembre lan due grace millesimo ccecxvii Gist icy dieux de 
sa alme cyt mercy Amen. R. H. D’ELBOUX. 


COWFOLD AND HENFIELD TURNPIKE 
ROADS (S.N.Q. i, 153 and 199; xiii, 49)—The following 
Records of these roads are now in the County Record Office 
at the County Hall, Chichester :— 

Old Turnpike Road Minutes 1830-1878. 

Branch Turnpike Road Minutes 1830-1869. 

Copies of Assignments of Tolls and security for money 

borrowed 1772-1858. 

B. CAMPBELi. COOKE, 
28th June, 1950. County Archivist. 


FINDS AT BARLAVINGTON.— During May, 
1950, West Sussex County Council workmen found bone and 
pottery sherds while widening the Barlavington-Duncton road 
just south of the point where it turns west at Map Ref. 
968163. “lwo pockets of material were revealed on the west 
side of the road. The first—Site 1—just south of the bend, 
and about six feet from the original western edge of the road 
at this point—yielded at a depth of three feet from the field 
level, a parcel of bones, which were mainly human, but also 
included a horse or ox tibia; there was no pottery or other 
material at this site. Site 2—some 22 yards to the south of 
Site 1 and 12 feet from the original western edge of the road— 
yielded at four to five feet below field level, a good deal of 
charcoal, oyster shell, a piece of Roman tile and fragments of 
Roman coarse ware of a second century character, together 
with sheep and ox bone. At both these sites the material had 
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been exposed and scattered by the mechanical excavator; and 
we have to thank the workmen, Mrs. E. Towell and our 
member—Mr. N. Huggett, of Barlavington—for carefully 
recovering the material (and for the following). 

Yet a third pit was revealed about the same time by Post 
Office workmen excavating for a telegraph post some 18 feet 
west of Site 1. More human bone appeared here also, together 
with a horse’s tooth and an ox cannon bone, and again frag- 
ments of Roman coarse wares of a second century character ; 
as well as two small sherds of a distinctively Iron Age paste. 
A key-shaped piece of bronze-work was also recovered here, 
but Mr. Brailsford, who kindly examined it, has not been able 
to suggest the nature of its use. “The two parallel strips 
appear to have been about one-tenth of an inch apart—one was 
broken off near the hollow pocket at one end. 

It should be noted that the Duncton villa (’.C./1. iii, 24) 
is only about half a mile to the west-north-west of this area, 
which may well contain | outlying rubbish pits of the settlement. 

A. H. COLLINS. 


EXPERIMENTS IN GRINDING WHEAT.—The 
Council recently allowed grinding experiments to be made with 
a Romano-British quern or rotary stone hand mill in the 
Society’s Museum at Lewes and believed to date from the first 
century A.D. The quern is described by E. Cecil Curwen in 
Antiquity xv, No. 57, 15 and he also reconstructed the 
necessary wooden accessories of handle spindle and rynd_ to 
make it capable of use. It was found however that the lower 
stone must have been fixed to the ground or solid table to 
prevent it turning round with the upper stone and that it was 
necessary to control the rate of feed as otherwise the upper 
stone “ rode”’ on whole grains and no crushing occurred. 

The results of the experiments are published in an article 
by A. L. Moritz and C. R. Jones in the issue of Milling for 
the 24th June, 1950 and they have kindly prov ided an off-print 
for the Society's Library. Their general impression on turn- 
ing the mill is that it was a ‘ handy job.” The initial strange 
feature of the lop-sidedness of the upper stone is understood 
when the handle is fitted opposite to the bulge in that stone 
and it then gives a feeling of balance when the quern is turned. 
The capacity was small, only about a pound of products per 
hour at a speed of 100 revolutions an hour. The technical 
results of the experiment will be found in the article in 


Milling. 
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WATER SUPPLY FOR DOWNLAND CAMPS.— 
(S.N.Q. xii 183).— At the times when the “camps” were 
occupied in Neolithic and Early Iron Age times, the climate of 
Britain was very considerably wetter, the climate phases being 
respectively the Atlantic and Sub-Atlantic. |The intervening 
dry-warm Boreal phase more or less corresponded with the 
Early and Middle Bronze Age. 

Apart from a wetter general climate, there were factors 
affecting the micro-climate. The Weald and Coastal Plain 
were undrained forests giving rise to constant damp mists, and 
the vegetation which must still have covered a great part of 
the chalk itself would have helped to retain surface and aerial 
moisture. The chalk is so porous that I am certain that no 
amount of increase in rainfall would raise the water-table 
therein (though the springs at the foot of the escarpment would 
be more active) and it is this question of retention of water on 
the surface which is important. 


Drainage gulleys have been found in more than one Iron 
Age Camp and the suggestion has been made that some at 
least of the ubiquitous ‘“‘grain-storage” and “rubbish” pits were 
in fact leather-lined water tanks. 


At any rate by the Early Iron Age proficiency in car- 
pentry was quite sufficient to let us assume that crude weoden 
water-butts for catching eaves-droppings were in regular use. 
A low standard of cleanliness would ensure that, at least in 
times of shortage, water was not used for purposes other than 
drinking and cooking. Cattle are forest animals and would 
roam therein. 

Animals, by building up an immunity to infection, are able 
to drink from almost any puddle or stream without ill effect, 
and early Man, unspoiled by modern hygenic and _ sanitary 
notions, no doubt did the same. FDWARD PYDDOKE. 


SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Annual General Meeting of the Society was held in 
the Town Hall, Lewes, on the 22nd March, 1950; the 
President, Lord Mersey, took the Chair. 


The meeting stood in silence as a mark of respect for 
Dr. Eliot Curwen, whose death had recently been announced. 


ahi PEW LK x0 
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Mr. Margary announced that £375 of the grant promised 
by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust had been received ; 
much work remained to be done with regard to the re-arrange- 
ment of the Museums, but Mr. Philip Corder had been well 
satisfied with progress on the occasion, in January, 1950, of his 
second visit. 

Excellent work had been done on repairs to Lewes Castle 
Keep and the weather had been kind, but financial reserves 
were rapidly becoming exhausted, so that the Council had felt 
justified in making a special appeal. 

On the same subject, Mr. Bentham Stevens said that the 
response to the appeal had been disappointing, but that it was 
hoped to continue without having recourse to an increase in the 
amount of members’ annual subscription. 

Lord Mersey was re-elected President for a further year. 

The following officers were re-elected :— 

Mr. Edward R. Burder as Hon. General Secretary. 
Mr. F. Bentham Stevens as Hon. Financial Secretary. 
Mr. L. F. Salzman as Hon. Editor. 

The Rev. W. Budgen as Hon. Curator of Deeds. 


MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

At the Meeting held on the 12th April, 1950, there were 
present 17 Members. Mr. Margary was re-elected Chairman 
and Mr. W. H. Godfrey Vice-Chairman and Sir Roger J. F. 
Chance an Honorary Member. Mr. W. FE. Godfrey was 
elected a member of the Council but in view of his position as 
Architect to the Trust he did not wish to become a Member 
of the Council of the Trust. Twenty-one New Members of 
the Society were elected and nine deaths and eight resignations 
were reported. The late Mr. W. H. B. Fletcher by his Will 
directed that the Court Rolls of the Manors of Aldwick, 
North Mundham, Nyetimber and Pagham Rectory be offered 
to the Society “ for safe custody for record purposes ’”’ as soon 
as all copyhold incidents had been finally extinguished. The 
Council agreed to accept the offer and for the present to leave 
the Rolls on loan at the West Sussex County Record Office. 

It was agreed to purchase some second-hand shelving for 
the Library and Muniment Room for not exceeding £20. 
(This has since been done). 

A very fine model of “ Gallops,” Aldbourne, given to the 
Society by their member, Mr. W. L. Morgan, was accepted. 
(This is now installed at Anne of Cleves’ House). 

Dr. E. Cecil Curwen having deposited at Barbican House 
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a number of flint implements from his Father’s collection, it 
was agreed that any not required should be made available to 
schools and other bodies at the discretion of the Curator. 

At the Meeting of the Council of the Trust held on the 
same day 14 members were present; the proposals for letting 
Legh Manor and Cottage were considered (the Tenant giving 
facilities for inspection by Members and the Public) and work 
at the Priests House and Tarring were sanctioned. 

At Meetings of the Councils held on the 8th July, 1950, it 
was decided to proceed with the provision of models and photo- 
graphs for exhibition in the Museum. Forty-five new 
members were elected : 10 deaths or resignations. A donation 
of £500 had been received from the Pilgrim Trust towards 
the Lewes Castle Repair Fund. 


LOCAL MEETING AT WADHURST 

Nearly 200 Members and their friends attended a Meet- 
ing at Wadhurst on 20th May, 1950. The Church of 
St. Peter and St. Paul with its fine collection of monuments, 
including the series of 31 iron grave-slabs was described by 
Mr. Walter H. Godfrey, F.S.A. 

After this (by kind permission of Captain and Mrs. 
Dennis) the party proceeded to Riverhall, which was also 
described by Mr. Godfrey. Riverhall is an excellent specimen 
of Elizabethan architecture built in 1591 by Nicholas Fowle, 
the iron-master, and the beauty of the house and its gardens 
was highly appreciated. 

After tea a visit, by kind permission of Mrs. Turner, was 
paid to Shoesmiths, an Elizabethan house, which had _ been 
reconstructed with a new front in the time of Charles II. 

This house at one time had been owned by the Fowles of 
Riverhall, but its principal association is with the Barham 
family, also iron-masters. This house is now a farm-house, 
and Members were privileged to wander wherever they 
wished. 

It is interesting to note that this was the first visit of the 
Society to Wadhurst. E.R.B. 


LOCAL MEETING AT CISSBURY 
A Local Meeting was held on the 24th of June, 1950, on 
Cissbury Hill. Mr. G. A. Holleyman, F.S.A., gave a very 
interesting description of past excavations in the flint-mines on 
the hill. He proceeded to describe the numerous pre-historic 
sites which can be seen from the top of the hill, and to give an 
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outline of the history of the earthworks which surround 
Cissbury and give it its name. 

After walking round the fortifications, the party returned 
to the coaches, which took them to Lancing College, where 
many members were glad of an opportunity of seeing again 
the impressive chapel. Tea was served in the College dining- 
hall. E.P. 


SUMMER MEETING, 1950 

This was held on Tuesday, 11th July, 1950, at Herstmon- 
ceux, chosen as the venue to give Members an opportunity of 
seeing the Castle for the first time since the War and to 
celebrate the centenary of the Society’s first visit. The 
weather was most propitious on this occasion and the changing 
light caused by sun and cloud enhanced the beauty of the 
Castle’s brickwork. 


The Meeting was attended by some 320 Members and 
their friends and with the kind permission of the Astronomer 
Royal, the Castle was visited in the morning. Mr. Walter H. 
Godfrey, C.B.E., F.S.A., gave a most interesting account of 
the Castle and its owners and the Astronomer Royal then 
described some of the work of the Royal Observatory. 
Members were then able to walk round the Castle and to 
enjoy the gardens. 


After luncheon Mr. J. E. Ray, F.R.Hist.S., described the 
Church of All Saints drawing particular attention to the Dacre 
tomb and the fine brass. The Party then proceeded to 
Herstmonceux Place built by Wyatt in the late 18th century 
with materials removed from the internal buildings at the 
Castle. Members much enjoyed seeing this house (open 
through the kindness of its owner Sir Paul Latham, Bart.) 
which was described by Mr. Godfrey. 


After tea a visit was paid to the restful gardens at 
Windmill Place which were open through the kindness of the 
Archdeacon of Hastings and Mrs. Reid. E.R.B. 
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SUSSEX ARCHAHOLOGICAL TRUST 
The following are at present the times of opening of the 


various places under the control of the Trust. (*appended to 
a time signifies “ or dusk if earlier.’’) 


Days Hours Described 
LEWES 
Castle Weekdays 10.0-6.0* 
Sundays 
May-Sept. 2.0-5.0 
Barbican House Weekdays 10.0-6.0  S.4.C. Ixxxii, 3 ; 
Bull House M. W .F. 3.0-6.0 i 
SOUTHOVER 
(LEWwEs) i 
Anne of Cleves’ 
House Weekdays 10.0-6.0* S§.4.C. Ixv, 1 
CUCKFIELD f 
Legh Manor W. F. 2.30-5.0 S.4.C. Ixxviii, 161 4 
NEW { 
SHOREHAM 
Marlipins Weekdays ; 10.30-12.30 S.4.C. Ixv, 158 i 
Summer J) 2.30-5.0 { 
Winter ' 10.30-12.0 
T. Th. Sat. § 1.30-4.0 
WEST 
HOATHLY 
Priests House M. T. W. F. 
Sat. 11.0-7.0 S.4.C. |xxi, 128 
Sundays 2.0-6.0 
WEST TARRINGDaily including 
(WorTHING) Sundays. 
Thomas a Beckett’s Apply 10.30-1.0 S.4.C. Ixxiv, 209 
Cottages, Parsonage 6 Parsonage 
Row Row 2.0-7.0* 
WILMINGTON M. T. W. F. S.4.C. \xix, 1 and 
Priory Sat. 10.0-6.0* 29; Ixx, 211 
Sundays 2.0-5.0 
ANGMERING M. F. W. fF. 3.0-5.0 S.N.Q. viii, 113 
Pigeon House Sat. 
By previous 
appointment 
(Tel. Rusting- 
ton 408) 


The following are not specifically opened but can be seen 
from the Public Roads :— 
ARDINGLY 
Village Sign 
HARTFIELD 
Holtye Roman 
Road S.A.C. \xxxi, 43 
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KEYMER S.N.Q. i, 255; iii, 
Oldland Mill 127 
SOUTHWICK 
Roman Villa S.A.C. Ixxiii, 10 
WILMINGTON 
Long Man 
Frees To NON-MEMBERS 
Adult Child Parties 

Lewes Castle 1/- 3d. 6d. 
Barbican House 1/- 3d. 6d. 
Anne of Cleves’ 

House 1/- 3d. 6d. 
CoMBINED ‘TICKE''S 
Castle & Barbican 

House 1/6 ; 9d. 
Castle, Barbican 

House & Anne 

of Cleves’ House 2/- 
Priests House 6d. 
Wilmington Priory 6d. 
Bull House 6d. 
Legh Manor 1/- 
Tarring Cottages 6d. 
Marlipins Voluntary 

Collections 
in box 

No Charge for the 

remainder 


REVIEWS 
YORKSHIRE ARCHAOLOGICAL Society, Vow. VILL. 

Students of the early feudal history of England have 
long recognised the importance of the series of Early 
Yorkshire Charters begun by the late William Farrer and con- 
tinued by C. T. Clay and published by the Yorkshire 
Archeological Society. The latest volume (viii) is of great 
interest for Sussex historians, as it deals with ‘ The Honour of 
Warenne.’ It opens with 50 pages on ‘The Family of 
Warenne’ which is the most complete and scientific study of 
that great family hitherto compiled. If Mr. Clay is not able 
to say precisely who the mysterious Gundreda was, he does 
dispose pretty conclusively of the legend that she was the 
daughter of the Conquerer or of his wife, Mathilde of 
Flanders. Then follow 98 charters issued by the de Warennes, 
many of them relating to Sussex. These are printed in full 
(the Latin expanded) with valuable notes and comments, which 
in some instances correct errors of dating in the S.R.8. edition 
of the Chartulary of the Priory of Lewes. Twenty of these 
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charters are reproduced in collotype, including the foundation 
charter of Lewes Priory, preserved at Cluny and now in the 
Bibliotheque Nationale at Paris. The charters in the remain- 
ing sections are more exclusively concerned with Yorkshire, 
though many of them refer to Lewes Priory and to persons 
who also hold lands in Sussex. Full indexes, of names and 
subjects, complete a volume which for matter and production 
is most noteworthy. L.F.S. 


History or ALFRISTON, by Florence Pagden (Mrs. Hubert 
Winstanley). 9th Edition, 69 pp., Paper cover, 2/- net 
(Combridges, Hove). 

It is not every Author who can bring out a revised Edition 
of her Work 55 years after publication of the First Edition 
and Mrs. Winstanley is to be much congratulated on this feat. 
It is of course a small “ gossipy ’’ book largely of anecdotes and 
personal recollections and not a detailed History and at the 
price one cannot expect either a Map or an Index (the absence 
of which are defects); but the Author in her next Edition 
might consider giving some idea of the extent and boundarics 
of her Parish and adding some personal recollections of changes 
which are no doubt within her memory and which are useful 
to record for future generations, such as a description of Long 
Bridge before it was rebuilt and the date of rebuilding (which 
so far have not appeared in any accessible form) and also giving 
the reference to volume and page of the Society’s Collections 
and other works of reference which she quotes. G.D.J. 
GuIDE TO THE CHURCH OF ST. PETER AND St. PAvuL, 

WapuHurst, SussExX CuHurcHEs No. 13. (/6 pp., 1/-. 

Wadhurst Parochial Church Council. 1950). 

This is another of the admirable series edited for the 
Society by Mr. W. H. Godfrey, F.S.A., and to say that it 
attains the standard of its predecessors is to give it the highest 
possible praise. 

At first a Chapelry in the parish of Mayfield, a Vicarage 
was endowed in 1291. Mr. Godfrey thinks part of the original 
Chapel remains in the Tower. The present Church—mainly 
14th century with a fine 15th century stone porch and room 
over—is a large one with two side Aisles to the Nave. Its 
position near the iron works of the River Teise is demonstrated 
by the numerous fine cast-iron memorial slabs dating between 
1617 and 1799 and including several to the well-known 
Barham family of Shoesmiths all of which are carefully 
recorded, G.D.J. 
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SUSSEX CHURCH GUIDES 


A List of this Series of Church Guides edited for the 
Society by Mr. Walter H. Godfrey, C.B.E., V.P.S.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., and particulars of how a Parish can make use of 
the facilities so offered were printed in S.N.Q. xii, 91-2, and 
can be obtained in leaflet form from the Society at Barbican 
House. 


Copies of any of the Guides (except Eastbourne which is 
out of print) can be purchased from the respective Parochial 
Church Councils or at Barbican House where the Society has 
a small stock for sale to Members. The Guides already 
issued are :— ; 
Hoty Trinity, CucKFIELD 1933 
St. Mary MAGDALENE, WARTLING 1933 
St. Mary, EasTBouRNE 1933 
St. PETER, BLATCHINGTON 1934 
St. ANDREW, ALFRISTON (WITH LULLINGTON’ 1935 
SOUTHEASE 1936 
Hoty Trinity, RupGWIck 1937 
St. Mary THE VIRGIN, WILLINGDON 1947 
St. ANDREW, BISHOPSTONE 1948 
St. PeTer AD VINCULA, WISBOROUGH GREEN 1949 
St. LEONARD, SEAFORD 1949 
St. JOHN THE Baptist, KirDFORD 1950 
SS. Peter & Paut, WapHuRST 1950 
In the Press :— 
14. SS. Mary & GapriEL, HartiInc 
15. Sr. Mary THE VirGin, HarTFIELD 

In preparation :— 
16. St. WuLFrRAN, OviNGDEAN 
17. St. NicHoLas, BRIGHTON 
18. Str. Peter, RoDMELL 


1. 
Fs 
3. 
4. 
> 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 


CORRIGENDUM 


Volume XIII, p. 71 (Part III, August, 1950). It is 
regretted that a duplication has occurred in the Obituary 
Notice of Eliot Curwen. Line 15 (the last but one) should 
be omitted. Trinity College was also a mistake for St. John’s 
College. 
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Friends of the National Libraries 


You are cordially invited to join this Society in order to promote the 

acquisition of books and manuscripts of historical, literary and archzological 

importance by the National Libraries for the use of all. Full particulars 
and privileges of membership can be obtained from: 


Tue Hon. Secretary, F.N.L., c/o British Museum, Lonpon, W.C.1. 








Sussex Archeological Society 


Members are reminded that the Castle, Barbican House, Anne of Cleves’ 
House and Bull House, all in Lewes, are open to Members and well deserve 
repeated visits. Anne of Cleves’ House is vested in the Sussex Archzologica} 
Trust. So are Wilmington Priory and the Long Man, which together form 
an interesting object for an expedition. 


Other properties held by the Trust are Oldiand Mill, Keymer; The 
Marlipins, Shoreham; Parsonage Row, West Tarring; Site of Roman Villa at 
Southwick, Legh Manor near Ansty in Cuckfield, The Priest’s House, West 
Hoathly, and Pigeon House, Angmering. Legh Manor is not so well known 
as it deserves to be, partly because it stands on a secondary road between 
Cuckfield and Hurstpierpoint. All members of the Society should make a 
point of seeing this most charming house and garden. Full particulars will 
be found in S.A.C., Vol. 78. 


[P.T.O. 








“*The COUNTY BOOKS’ 


{General Editor: 
BRIANIVESEY FITZGERALD, F.L.S. 


This famous series has received the 
highest praise. Each volume is not- 
able for its individual excellence in 
matter, illustration and production. 
They cover history, archeology, 
topography, local industry, life and 
customs. LavishlyjIllustrated and 
with a Map. 15s. each 


SUSSEX 


By ESTHER MEYNELL 


Country Life: “‘Mrs. Meynell has set a high standard. 
The book is as fascinating as the ordinary run of guide 
books are dull and as varied as the land, and sea, sky 
and down of which she writes.” Daily Telegraph: 
“People and places are described with beguiling 
affection and scholarly understanding ; the photographs 
are beautiful.” 


Write for free prospectus of series and list of volumes available 


6000 OBERT HALE LTD., 18 Bedford Sq., London, W.c.18°* 














HOLLEYMAN & TREACHER LTD. 


ANTIQUARIAN BOOK & MUSIC SELLERS 
(Directors: G. A. Holleyman, J. E. Kite) 
21a, DUKE STREET, BRIGHTON | 
Phone: BRIGHTON 8007 


BOOKS We hold a stock of between thirty and forty 
thousand volumes on a large variety of subjects. Many of 
these are of antiquarian interest and include works on 
Archeology, Prehistory, History, Art, Architecture, Topo- 
graphy and Sussex. We also keep a selection of sets of 
Standard Authors, Fine Bindings, Modern Press Items and 
Old and Rare Books. 


MUSIC Our stock of Music is one of the biggest outside of 
London and is kept carefully classified. Many items are out- 
of-print and difficult to obtain in these days. We may have 
the ones you are looking for. 


PRINTS A selection of old coloured aquatints, lithographs, 
engravings and mapsgf Brighton and Sussex always in stock. 


BOOKS and MUSIC purchased IN ANY QUANTITY 











FARNCOMBE & Co. (1928), LTD., PRINTERS, Lawes. 





